Methamphetamine use by incarcerated women: comorbid mood and anxiety problems.
Methamphetamine's (MA) impact on psychiatric functioning is not well understood, especially among women. Efforts to understand MA's impact are complicated by the use of other drugs. The purpose of this study is to untangle the relative contributions of MA versus other drugs on psychiatric symptoms. Incarcerated women (N = 100) completed diagnostic interviews and a symptom measure to establish psychiatric status. Nearly all women (83%) had lifetime dependence on > or =1 drugs. The most common drug of dependence was MA (67%), followed by alcohol (32%), cannabis (19%), and cocaine (15%). Over half met lifetime criteria for an affective disorder (53%), and nearly half (46%) met lifetime criteria for an anxiety disorder. Lifetime dependence on MA and a nonstimulant drug was related to current psychiatric symptoms and lifetime mood and anxiety disorder. Lifetime mood and anxiety disorders were generally unrelated to recent MA use. Findings highlight the impact of MA use on psychiatric presentation among women. Results suggest that MA impacts psychiatric symptoms independent of lifetime psychiatric diagnoses. Of note was the high incidence of drug dependence and mood and anxiety disorders among this sample of incarcerated women from a rural state. Findings imply important treatment implications for women in prison settings.